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t could have been a restful summer vacation at the beach house, filled
with morning swims and dramatic views, but everything changes for
married couple Elliott (Andrew Hovelson) and Diana (Delphine Chanéac)
when Wesley, an old friend (played by Mike Dwyer) drops by their porch
early one morning, with a bandage on his hand and a mischievous gleam
in his eyes.

Tensions run high, as Diana and Wesley clearly have history, and Elliott
seems to know it. Stranger In The Dunes turns themes of marital
loneliness into the stuff of supernatural proportions. Early one morning,
Diana and the heavily intoxicated Wesley slip out for a walk while Elliott é
sleeps. They stumble upon a secluded dune and what seems to be a gold

mine of sorts - a shallow pool of water glittering an ethereal turquoise

blue - that alters the course of their lives.

The pool, gleaming with both unimaginable opportunities as well as
violent ramifications, ultimately tests their humanity.

Stranger In The Dunes beautifully straddles
various genres - horror, sci-fi and psychologi-
cal thriller seem the most apt - with hints of
the disaffected ennui in the style Antonioni.
9 Director Nicholas Bushman has created a
film that pulses with sensuality, texture and

even fierce existential dread. )
The motif of the ocean - so cruel, while also fecund

with life - haunts the film. Often captured by skillful
and breathtaking panning shots, the ocean
surrounds and entraps them from the greater
world, while also teasing them with tremendous
opportunity.

Stranger In The Dunes is in many ways a fabulistic
character study, examining how different people
react in tense, trying circumstances while forcing
the spectator to confront them as well.

There seems to be no good answer to the moral
quandaries that the film poses. When they first
discover the pool, it is life - giving and restorative.
But it turns out to be like a fantastical mirror,
revealing the depths of human frailty.




